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FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF FRIDAY'S EVENING READING: 

1 . INDOCHINA REFUGEES. GRIFFIN BELL, DICK HOLBROOKE, 

COMMISSIONER CASTILLO AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM HEW TESTIFIED 
BEFORE THE EILBERG SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION YESTERDAY IN 
SUPPORT OF PAROLE AUTHORITY FOR THE 15,000 REFUGEES FROM 
INDOCHINA. EILBERG WROTE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL TODAY AND 
AGREED TO THE PAROLE. WE EXPECT JUDGE BELL TO GRANT THE 
AUTHORITY NEXT WEEK. 

WE ARE MOVING AHEAD WITH PLANS FOR THE PROCESSING AND RE- 
SETTLEMENT OF THE NEW REFUGEES IN THE UNITED STATES. WE 
ANTICIPATE THAT THE FIRST FAMILIES WILL START MOVING WITHIN 
SIX WEEKS. RESETTLEMENT WILL TAKE EIGHT MONTHS TO A YEAR. 
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THE INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ADDRESSING THE LONGER TERM 
PROBLEM IS OFF TO A GOOD START. SUB-GROUPS ARE WORKING ON 
(1) AN ASSESSMENT OF THE REFUGEE FLOW OVER THE NEXT THREE 
YEARS; (2) OUR POLICY TOWARD ACCEPTING ADDITIONAL INDOCHINA 

REFUGEES AND THE AUTHORITIES NEEDED; (3) DOMESTIC 
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RESETTLEMENT AIDS; (4) DIPLOMATIC EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE 
OTHERS TO DO MORE; AND (5) THE ACUTE PROBLEMS POSED BY 
THE LARGE REFUGEE POPULATION IN THAILAND. THE TASK FORCE 
WILL COMPLETE ITS WORK IN ABOUT THIRTY DAYS. 

2. MEXICAN NATURAL GAS. ON WEDNESDAY, SIX US GAS 
TRANSMISSION COMPANIES SIGNED A MEMORANDUM OF INTENT WITH 
MEXICO PROVIDING FOR THE IMPORT OF TWO BILLION CUBIC FEET 

OF GAS PER DAY, STARTING ABOUT 1979. THE COMPANIES ARE 
TO ARRANGE ABOUT ONE BILLION DOLLARS IN FINANCING FOR THE 
750-MILE PIPELINE NEEDED TO BRING THE GAS FROM SOUTH- 
EASTERN MEXICO TO THE TEXAS BORDER. THE AGREEMENT CALLS 
FOR A PRICE EQUIVALENT TO NO. 2 HEATING OIL IN THE NEW 
YORK HARBOR, OR ABOUT DOLLARS 2.60 PER THOUSAND CUBIC 
FEET (MCF) OF GAS. WE NEED THE NATURAL GAS, BUT THIS 
PRICE PROVISION COULD CAUSE PROBLEMS, SINCE WE ARE NOW 
IMPORTING CANADIAN GAS AT DOLLARS 2.16. WE AND FEA 
ARE CONSIDERING HOW TO INTERVENE EFFECTIVELY WITH THE 
MEXICANS AND THE COMPANIES ON THE PRICE QUESTION. 

3. INDIA. WE BELIEVE THERE IS AT LEAST A REASONABLE 
CHANCE THAT INDIA MAY BE WILLING TO ACCEPT IAEA SAFEGUARDS 
ON ALL ITS NUCLEAR FACILITIES. IF SO, IT WOULD BE THE 

FIRST TIME THAT A COUNTRY WHICH HAS PUT ONE FOOT ACROSS THE 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS THRESHOLD HAS DRAWN BACK. A HIGH OFFICIAL 
OF THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS TOLD JOE NYE DURING 
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HIS VISIT TO NEW DELHI THAT THE INDIAN CABINET MAY DEAL 
WITH THE ISSUE DURING THE NEXT TWO MONTHS. WHILE NYE'S 
TALKS CONFIRMED THAT INDIA'S INTEREST IS SERIOUS, PRIME 
MINISTER DESAI WILL NEED TO BE REASSURED THAT THE SAFE- 
GUARDS ARE NON-DISCRIMINATORY AND THAT WE ARE SEEKING A 
COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN WITHOUT EXEMPTIONS. THESE POINTS 
COULD BE NAILED DOWN IF DESAI VISITS IN OCTOBER. 

FOLLOWING UP ON MY VISIT TO NEW DELHI, WE ARE MOVING 
AHEAD WITH INDIA ON THE QUESTION OF RESUMING OUR AID 
PROGRAM. TECHNICAL TALKS HAVE BEGUN IN NEW DELHI. 

CONGRESS HAS EARMARKED 60 MILLION DOLLARS FOR FY 78 AND WE 
HAVE SET 136 MILLION AS A PLANNING FIGURE FOR THE FOLLOWING 
YEAR. IN LINE WITH AMBASSADOR GOHEEN’S RECOMMENDATIONS, 
WE WILL BE CONCENTRATING PRIMARILY ON AGRICULTURE AND ARE 
CONSIDERING ASSISTANCE TO RURAL HEALTH PROGRAMS. 

4. PUBLIC OPINION FAVORS A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND. 

ACCORDING TO A RECENT ROPER POLL, THE AMERICAN PUBLIC 
FAVORS ESTABLISHMENT OF A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND, AND WOULD 
INCREASE ITS SUPPORT FOR THE PALESTINIANS IF THE PLO WERE 
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TO SOFTEN ITS STANCE TOWARD ISRAEL. HALF OF THOSE 
INTERVIEWED HAD NO OPINION OR WERE ADMITTEDLY UNINFORMED 
ON THE ISSUE. OF THE REMAINDER, THREE OUT OF FIVE 
SUPPORTED A PALESTINIAN HOMELAND. OF THOSE SUPPORTING 
THE PALESTINIANS, ONE IN THREE VOLUNTEERED THE COMMENT 
THAT THEY WERE DISTURBED BY PLO TERRORISM. 

THE ROPER FINDINGS ARE IN LINE WITH OTHER RECENT POLL DATA 
SHOWING THAT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC REMAINS PREDOMINANTLY 
PRO-ISRAEL BUT FAVORS A COMPROMISE SETTLEMENT IN WHICH 
ISRAEL EXCHANGES TERRITORY FOR PEACE. SUPPORT FOR A 
PALESTINIAN HOMELAND IS STRONGEST AMONG THE COLLEGE 
EDUCATED, WHO ALSO REGISTER THE STRONGEST SUPPORT FOR 
ISRAEL. 
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5. NORTH KOREAN SEA LIMIT. YOU ASKED WHETHER WE COULD 
INTEREST THE SOVIETS IN REMONSTRATING WITH NORTH KOREA 
OVER ITS ASSERTION OF A 60-SOME MILE MILITARY SEA 
BOUNDARY. THE SOVIETS HAVE BEEN WITH US ON FREEDOM OF 
NAVIGATION IN THE 200-MILE ZONE IN THE LAW OF THE SEA 
CONFERENCE AND THEY PROBABLY LOOK ASKANCE AT NORTH KOREA'S 
ACTION. WE PLAN TO INSTRUCT AMBASSADOR TOON TO RAISE 
THE KOREAN ACTION AT A HIGH LEVEL IN THE SOVIET FOREIGN 
MINISTRY, PUTTING THE MATTER IN THE FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION 
CONTEXT. WHETHER THEY WILL PROTEST THE NEW BOUNDARY WILL 
DEPEND TO SOME DEGREE ON WHAT THE CHINESE DO, BUT THE 
SOVIETS COULD FIND SUBTLE WAYS TO ENCOURAGE PYONGYANG TO 
THINK AGAIN, AND THIS MIGHT BE HELPFUL. CHRISTOPHER 
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